
2006 Canadian Seating & Mobility Conference • W39 
 

 

POWER CHAIR DRIVE WHEEL POSITIONS: HOW TECHNOLOGIES 
ARE ENHANCING PERFORMANCE 

ELIZABETH COLE, MSPT 
 
Front wheel drive, rear wheel drive, mid wheel drive….historically power chairs with these different 
drive wheel positions have performed very differently on various surfaces and in different 
environments.  New technologies, however, are beginning to level the playing field, overcoming what 
used to be a drawback for a specific drive wheel position and turning it into a plus.  This is opening  
up the number of choices you have for your clients, regardless of their environments and levels of 
activity.  Come hear about some of these new technologies and how they are changing the 
performance of front, rear and mid wheel drive chairs. 




